Last Mountain Lake Stewardship Group

Annual General Meeting

The LMLSG Annual General Meeting was held at Regina Beach on October 20, 2009.  The special guest speaker was Dr. Peter Leavitt of the Dept of Biology at the University of Regina.  Dr. Leavitt is one of Canada’s leading scientists in limnology (the study of ground waters – lakes, rivers, streams, etc).  

Dr. Leavitt described in detail the research that has been undertaken by his department to study algae, which is a single celled plant; and the existence of cyanobacteria, which are the toxic biochemical’s that can be produced when algae concentrations are high.  He noted that through their studies, they were able to determine a relationship between high concentrations of algae and UREA (an organic fertilizer that contains nitrogen).  This fertilizer is commonly used by farmers and, during July and August, rain caused UREA to drain into the lake.  Alga, which is a naturally occurring inhabitant of all waters is encouraged to grow much like the farmers’ crops.  In abundance these alge create phosphorous which in turn can create cyanobacteria, a toxic biochemical. 
Dr. Leavitt reported that his studies have concluded that water clarity at Last Mountain Lake has remained consistent over the last ten years but nutrient levels are rising significantly which leads to an increase of 50% in algae production.  This will result in a greener lake.  Dr. Leavitt’s findings suggest that the use of fertilizer in areas that drain into the lake should be reduced.

Dr. Leavitt announced that he will be conducting research studies over the next year or two at Last Mountain Lake near the Wild Bird Sanctuary.
