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Honourable Greg Ottenbreit 
Minister Responsible for Water Security Agency 
Room 322, Legislative Building 
2405 Legislative Drive  
Regina SK  S4S 0B3 
 
March 12, 2020 
 
Dear Honourable Greg Ottenbreit: 
 
We are writing in reference to your letter dated December 16, 2019.  We were encouraged to see the interest you 
showed and the recommendations you proposed therein.  Your understanding of SAWS concerns regarding the  
high-water levels in Quill Lakes is noted.   
 
In your letter you recommended that, “To proceed to a roundtable discussion, I recommend that SAWS and QLWA meet 
with WSA officials first to discuss both the goals and utility of such a forum.”  Based on that recommendation we 
organized a meeting for February 13, 2020 in Regina between the three parties.  Members of SAWS cleared their 
timetable for the meeting.  The team from QLWA also cleared their timetable and made a 4 hour round trip to attend.   
 
Each group presented their goals, gave logical reasoning and valid discussion topics that would justify a roundtable 
discussion. This is what you requested.  The goals of both QLWA and SAWS were aligned with a common objective that 
all parties, professional experts, government representatives, community groups, watershed associations etc., share 
information and find solutions.  
 
We agreed that leadership must now come from our government in order to move forward. 
 
We understand the WSA has since met with you to discuss the outcome of our meeting.  For your information, a copy of 
the minutes taken at the meeting is attached.   
 
We have since been in conversation with Tim Highmoor, Vice President Agricultural Stakeholder Engagement, Corporate 
Management, Water Security Agency, President’s Office, and he confirmed that WSA does not want a roundtable.  
Rather, QLWA and SAWS must come up with a solution for a project for Quill Lake flooding.  WSA wants to be the 
regulator.   
 
Will the Government of Saskatchewan host a roundtable through some other department or mechanism of the 
Provincial Government? 
 
As you quoted, “The situation in the Quill Lakes is one of the most complex water management issues in Canada.” 
 
Why have you changed your position on the value of a roundtable and assigned the responsibility of a complex water 
management issue to ordinary citizens? 
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We believe it’s improper for the ministerial office of WSA to shift the responsibility of “one of the most complex water 
management issues in Canada”, onto the shoulders of a small group of volunteers and a small farming community 
whose livelihood is being affected by our government’s inaction.   

 
Greg, please refer to our website, www.lmlsg.ca/saws/, where you can familiarize yourself with the correspondence 
between previous ministers, QLWA, SAWS and other stakeholders over the past 3 years.  Our website has become a 
trusted source of information for our communities.  They have come to expect an open and transparent process. 
 
I could extend this letter for 3 pages or more, with all the reasons why you should address this issue head-on, fix the 
problem, and fix it now.  I could further extend this letter with all the problems that will take place if you do not fix the 
problem head-on, and fix it now.  But I will not.   
 
We ask that you arrange a time where SAWS can meet with you to review goals and arrange a larger meeting which 
would include professional experts, government representatives, community groups, watershed associations, to discuss 
options and solutions that will finally bring this issue to a close.   
 
Because this is a time sensitive issue, we ask that you reserve a time in your daily schedule to meet with us. 
 
We look forward to your reply by Tuesday, March 24, 2020, or before the provincial election is called, whichever comes 
first. 
 
Thank you. 

 
Sherry Forsyth, Co-Chair 
SAWS 
 
cc: Tim Highmoor, Vice President Agricultural Stakeholder Engagement, Corporate Management,  

President’s Office, WSA 
 Sam Ferris, Senior Vice President, Regulatory, WSA 
 Clinton Molde, Executive Director, Integrated Water Services, WSA 
 Susan Ross, President and Chief Executive Officer, Corporate Management, WSA 
 Scott Moe – Premier and President of the Executive Council, Premiers Office 
 Rita Marcinowski, Executive Director, QLWA 
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